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morning with the As wins (a and $ Arietes) and to go away
before sunrise. From these facts we may infer that the vernal
equinox was at that time somewhere near the Pleiades, and
that when the sun used to rise in the heaven after the summer
salstice and towards the autumnal equinox in the rainy season
the Auriga used to appear at night in the west with the Aswins
and set just before the morning on the western horizon.
This used to happen somewhat between 1200 to 1500 B.C.

2. Prajapati. The name occurs some five times in the
Rigveda. La one (X. 169. 4) the sage Prajapati seems to have
been meant. In another place the sun was qualified as prajd-
pati (that is, lord of living beings) (IV. 53. 2). In the remaining
places he has been invoked as a distinct deity, either simply
with others (IX. 5, 9) or for progeny (X. 85. 4) or for efficient
semen for conception (X. 184. 1). Thus he has been considered
as the bestower of good progeny only.

Coming to the White Yajurveda, we find him mentioned
some twenty times.    He has been offered oblations some ten
times.   Elsewhere he has been prayed for strong male impregna-
ter and vigorous son, who may himself be a father (8.   10).
He has also been invoked for guarding treasure (8. 17) and for
coming on the surface of the earth (13. 17, 24).    He has been
stated to be one than whom there is none more mighty and
is said to pervade all existing creatures (8. 36).     He is also
said to exist in uttered speech (8. 54) and to be the lord of the
world (18. 43).   Prajapati has been designated as sodasi (that
is, consisting of sixteen parts) and is said to maintain three
great lustres (the sun, the moon, and fire according to the com-
mentators) (32. 5).   We are also told that none was born before
him and that he created the whole world (32. 5).    Again, we,are
informed of the birth or origin of Prajapati: he is born from the
timely germ laid down by the strong, self-existent first one
within the mighty (vast) flood (space) (23. 63).    Lastly, he is
said to move in the womb, remaining unseen he becomes born
(manifests  his   existence)   in   various  ways.   The  intelligent
(people) discern his origin and in him alone stand all existing
(living) creatures (31. 19).   Here we find that Prajapati occupies
a very prominent place and the conception of the sphere of his
action has been greatly extended as the creator and supporter
of the living world.

We find nothing important concerning the deity in the
Black Yajurveda.

We have plenty of information regarding this deity in the
Atharvaveda. We find him closely connected with generative
powers and gift of progeny (VI. if. 2 ; VI. 20. 1 ; XIX. 17. 9 ;
XIX. 18. 9; XIX. 19. 11). He is said to have created all,
the highest, middle, and the lowest (XII. 1, 61); he is the lord
of creation and protector of all creatures; with a half (of his
power) he generated all existence (X. 8, 13) ; he maintains all